BY CELESTE BOTT 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS e St. Louis police of- 
ficers and firefighters will soon 
see a boost in their paychecks, 
thanks to a half-cent sales tax 
increase voters approved on 
Tuesday. 

It needed a simple major- 
ity to pass, and won easily with 
roughly 60 percent of the vote. 

Mayor Lyda Krewson said 
passing the measure she spent 
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POLICE GET PAY HIKE 


LAURIE SKRIVAN e Iskrivan@post- dispatch com 
Alderman Steve Conway and attorney Jane Dueker, who represents the St. Louis Police Officers Association, celebrate vote totals Tuesday in 
favor of Proposition P at a watch party at the police union headquarters. The sales tax increase passed with roughly 60 percent of the vote. 
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months advocating will allow 
the city to take a step “toward 
making a safer St. Louis a real- 
ity?” 

“Because of your vote today, 
our women and men in uniform 
will get a much-deserved raise, 
making their salaries competi- 
tive with officers in the county, 
and making sure that we can 
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attract and retain the best offi- 
cers,” she said in a statement. 
With the passage of Prop P, 
the sales tax rate in most areas 
of the city will jump from 9.2 to 
9.7 percent on April 1. The in- 
crease is projected to bring in 
roughly $20 million annually, 
most of which will be spent to 
hire more police officers and pay 


them more. Firefighters will also 
get araise. 

Krewson has said she wants 
to use the $4 million brought in 
by a corresponding business use 
tax increase on crime prevention 
initiatives. 

“I recognize that we can’t ar- 
rest our way to a safer city, and 
I’m thrilled that voters agree,” 
Krewson said. “Passing Prop 
P means we can make signifi- 
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PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG MONITORING 


County 
releases 
first report 
from new 
program 


EARLY DATA SHOW: 


e Women older than 65 are 
prescribed more controlled 
substances than any other 
population group. 


e Lincoln County residents 
have the highest rates of 
controlled substance use. 


e St. Louis is on the lower end 
of controlled substance use. 


BY BLYTHE BERNHARD 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Doctors write the equivalent 
of more than 1.5 prescriptions 
for controlled substances 
for every person in St. Louis 
County, according to the first 
report from the county’s new 
prescription drug monitoring 
program. 

The report reflects data 
from the first three months 
of the program, which tracks 
prescriptions of opioid pain- 
killers, muscle relaxants, 
stimulants and other legal 
drugs with a potential for 
abuse. There are 14 geographic 
areas from across Missouri 
in the report, which also in- 
cludes St. Louis, St. Charles 
County, Lincoln County, Cole 
County and Kansas City. 

Of the areas included, Lin- 
coln County residents have 
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BY ELI ROSENBERG, MARK 
BERMAN AND WESLEY LOWERY 
Washington Post 


NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS e 
The gunman who killed more 
than two dozen people in a small 
church outside of San Antonio 
on Sunday had a string of trou- 
bling episodes in 
recent years, in- 
cluding an escape 
from a mental 
health facility in 
2012 after he was 
caught sneak- 
ing guns onto an 
Air Force base 
“attempting to carry out death 
threats” against military superi- 
ors, according to a police report. 

Devin Kelley’s life was riddled 
with warning signs, mounting 
during and after his time in the 
Air Force, including a convic- 
tion for beating his then-wife 
and stepson, charges of animal 
cruelty, mental health concerns, 
investigations for domestic as- 
sault, threats against his fam- 
ily members and a motorcycle 
crash that left him with linger- 
ing physical pain. 

Interviews and police and 


Kelley 


TEXAS CHURCH SHOOTING 


GUNMAN ESCAPED MENTAL HEALTH PASEAN IN 2012 
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military documents depict 
Kelley as a distressed — and 
at times, violent — man in the 
years before authorities said he 
walked into the First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, and fired round after 
round into the congregation 
gathered for Sunday services. 
Police in El Paso reported 
that five years before the church 
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massacre, officers were dis- 
patched to a bus terminal after 
Kelley escaped from a nearby 
behavioral facility. Officers 
wrote they were told Kel- 
ley, who was serving in the Air 
Force, “was a danger to him- 
self and others” at the time and 
“was also facing military crimi- 
nal charges?” While it is unclear 
why Kelley was at the behav- 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
A woman kneels in prayer at a makeshift memorial for the First Baptist Church shooting victims Tuesday 
in Sutherland Springs, Texas. The gunman had multiple run-ins with military authorities and police. 


ioral facility and whether he ever 
faced military discipline for the 
threats, he was court-martialed 
that same year and convicted of 
abusing his wife and stepson. 
But the Air Force has ac- 
knowledged that it did not tell 
federal authorities about the 
domestic violence conviction, 
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Hidden Valley 
ski resort 
could close 
over dispute 


Restrictions would 
limit hours zip lines 
could operate 


BY LISA BROWN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


The Hidden Valley Ski Area in 
Wildwood could close after 
the upcoming ski season amid 
a dispute over a planned zip 
line attraction on the prop- 
erty. 

Hidden Valley, which is 
owned by Wildwood-based 
Peak Resorts, unveiled plans 
this year to add four zip lines 
on its 250-acre property to 
operate on days when it’s too 
warm to ski or snowboard. 
At a cost of $2.5 million, Peak 
Resorts estimated the zip line 
attraction would bring in $1 
million in revenue annually. 

But the proposal hit a road- 
block Monday night at the 
Wildwood Planning and Zon- 
ing Commission meeting. 
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